Central European Opinion Research Group
Franklinstraat 108 - 1000 Brussels - Belgium
Tel.: +32-2-735.85.15 - Fax: +32-2-735.84.66
WWW. ceorg-europe.org - info@ceorg-europe.org

CZECHS, HUNGARIANS AND POLESNOT VERY ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT
THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IN THEIR COUNTRIES.
WILL IT GET ANY BETTER DURING THEIR FIRST YEAR IN THE EU?

Every half a year, the Central Eur opean Opinion Resear ch Groups Foundation CEORG
conducts public opinion poll wherethe public is asked about their opinion on the economic
situation in their countries and households, and for a prediction of further developments.
The most recent opinion poll of this sriestook placein Decenber 2003 and January 2004in
the Czed Republic, Hungary and Poland.

It can be said that the dtizens of the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland are naot satisfied with the
econamic situation in their courtries. In Hungary, the biggest group d responcents (44.9%) thinks
that the situation is rather neutral, while majorities in bah the Czet Repulic (55%) and Poland
(62.3%) think that the situationis bad or very bad.

H HOW DO YOU EVALUATE THE PRESENT ECONOMIC SITUATION IN YOUR COUNTRY?

The situationis ...

Answersin % R(;SSETic Hungary Poland
Very goad 0 01 0.0
Goaod 7 3.9 6.2
Neither goad nor bad 35 47.8 26.8
Bad 46 36.6 48.1
Very bad 9 8.3 14.2
Don’'t know 3 3.3 4.7
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Since ayear ago, thereis a significant shift in bah the Czech Repuldic and Hungary from neutral to
negative evaluation (increase of negative evaluation by 8 p.p. and 14p.p. respedively), while the
situationin Poland dd na change significantly.
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As far as expectations for the coming year are concerned, Czeds are the most sceptical. The
biggest group (48%) expects moderately worse or worse situationin ayear’s time. In Hungary and
Poland the biggest groups of respondents (39% and 44% respedively) expect the situation to stay
the same. Taking into accourt that on 1May 2004the three ©urtries will become members of the
EU, people do nd seem to have very optimistic expectations.

DO YOU THINK THAT, DURING THE NEXT YEAR, THE ECONOMIC SITUATION WILL GET ....

Answersin % Czech Republic Hungary Poland
Much better 0 0.2 04
M oder ately better 14 19.0 16.9
Stay the same 31 39.3 43.8
M oder ately wor se 38 25.9 234
Much worse 10 6.7 3.2
Don’'t know 7 8.8 124
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Like in the previous question, also in expedations for the future the Czechs and Hungarians becane
significantly more sceptical than ayear ago. The percentage of those expeding worsening of the
situationincreased by 11 pp. in the Czeth Repuldic and 12p.p. in Hungary. In Poland, the number
of thase who kelieve that the situation will get moderately worse or much worse grew by 5 p.p.
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In all three courtries, the responcdents evaluate significantly better the econamic situation d their
househdd than the one of their courtry. “Evaluation d the courtry’s situation (which is more
exposed to media eff ects) is highly related to changes in general climate of opinion, and therefore it
fluctuates more than the evaluation d household's stuation (which is determined by objective
econamic factors’, explains Istvan Toth, diredor of Hungarian TARKI. In @l three ourtries, the
biggest group d responcentsis compased of those, who evaluate the living condtions of their
househadld as neither good na bad. In total, Czeds are the most satisfied with their econamic
househdld's stuation d the three ourtries.

H HOwW DO YOU EVALUATE THE PRESENT MATERIAL LIVING CONDITIONS OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD?

The condtions are...

Answersin % Czech Republic Hungary Poland
Good 3 0.5 7.5
Rather goad 32 16.1 16.8
Neither goad nor bad 42 55.7 44.6
Rather bad 18 204 12.3
Bad 4 7.0 187
Don’'t know 1 0.2 0
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Since year ago, Czeds and Hungarians have slightly shifted their evaluation from neutral towards
good while in Poland the situation remained the same.
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When asked abou the expected changes in their household's econamic situation, the biggest groups
of responcentsin al courtries do nd expect any changes within a year, and seaond bhggest groups
expect worsening of the situation. Still, they are slightly less negative abou the future of their
househalds than abou the future of their courtries’ ecnamies.

DO YOU THINK THAT IN THE NEXT YEAR THE MATERIAL LI1VING CONDITIONS OF YOUR
HOUSEHOLD WILL GET ...

Answersin % Czech Republic Hungary Poland
Better 0 0.6 15
M oder ately better 13 14.8 14.4
Stay the same 46 521 60.8
M oder ately wor se 29 22.0 16.5
Worse 5 52 52
Don’t know 7 5.3 1.6
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Since last year, there were no significant changes in the respondents’ expedations for coming yea,
except for Hungary, where the group d optimists fell by 10 percent points and the group d
pesdmists grew by approximately the same number. “ These changes fit a negative trend started in
the secondterm of 2002 after the general elections and refled tensions of the domestic padlitics as
well as the pubic perception d macro fiscal problems of the Hungarian econamy,” says Istvan Toth
abou the Hungarian situation.
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Methoddogy of the research

Face-to-face interviews, representative samples

Courtry Institute Fieldwork Sample
Czech RepuHic CVVM - Sociological Institute | 12.01.-19.01.2004 | 1065
Hungary TARKI 05.12.-12.12.2003 | 1027
Poland CBOS 08.01.-1301.2004 | 1057
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